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ers To The Editor
OF

llllllftn·.... ,.,,-.u

Letter From Ireland, 1970
lreland has made the international headlines this yeEJI again, but not for the u
Instead of the green isle of peace, we have a land tom at one end b)
politico-religious nature, and disturbed by strikes and industrial unrest at U1•
troubles between Catholics and Protestants in the North of Ireland are in
solution, and an uneasy peace is maintained by what is virtually an army of occu
trouble spots of Belfast and Derry. No one denies that the problems to be faced •
most people believe that the solutions would more easily be found if there wu
Christianity among the Christians. ln the South, we have again made lhe to p of
class for lime lost by industrial strikes. As I write the banks are closed because •
the building industry has been idled for nearly lhree months because of a strike 1
industry. Even junior hospital doc1ors are threatening to resign their posts in sea
conditions of service and pay. All these obviously have an effect of the econ•
obvious is a considerable fall in the tourist trade, which is very important to us.
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Perhaps we all fail to communicate - an explanation for most problems thl
fails to communicate with youth, church fails with the laity. This idea of th
always been a strong one in Ireland. Our parents seemed to go along wi U.
dictatorship, but not so the post-war generation. The Second Vatican Council str
are all one body, the people of God, but this has not been very mu ch shown in pr
However last month we made a big leap forward into the seventies, with a Natk
Communication, promoted by the hierarchy but headed by a lay man. The •
Centre is education and promotion of understanding between the clergy and 1:..
organization stems from the Catholic Truth Society, which had come to the er
with the changing times of the post-war world. Originally publishing pamphlet
and moral questions for a population which was rapidly becomeing literate, 1
outmoded by more modem media of communication. To-day's youth ar,
parents, so new people skilled in the use of the newer media were recruited for
we progress.
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treatise on abortion the R t Rev
•rringtolf\ seems to rea son in a circle, f11st
person per se and then subjugating
to things. We are shown in de tail
the fetus from its beginnings is more
an aggregate of cells but is indeed a
being, therefore dictinc t and too
• •~·ous to destroy. But later, we EJIC told
while a child has the right to be born, it
in the Light of law, no right to not be
(Rev Harrington's reference to many
and their defini tions on the subject
to us irrelevant, anyhow, as the
point at issue in t Ius day of
is whether laws are fair,
logical or if they should be
Now we hold that if a child has no right
not be born (even when it would be 11
limbless jelly or perhaps with
mind to know itself an horror to
and to its workd) tha t, then, as a
that child has no rights at a!J;
have its parents, neither have
common sense, or judgments of
and love. The only right has returned
that biological activity which must have
way, being divine, no matter how weird
c:ruel its developments. Person is now
to those very cells and energies
it was supposed to be superior and
of which superiority its birth as a
being, we were advised, must
1•1101111v1 b e assurred!

Mcdica!Jy, we also progress, with those sparring partners of old, the Irish Medica s.wcialion,
and the lrish Medical Union, much in accord. Negotiations proceed with
.! MinistiY
concerning State-aided fee per service system of medicine. We have nearly solved t: proble~
involved in implementing the legislation on breath analysis and blood tests
suspected
driving under the influence of alcohol. The Irish level of alcohol DCcepted at 0 mgms. is
Mow this identification of nature with
pretty high by European standards, but it is a start. The merger of the Un iv ities which
activities would appear strongly
~med so likely two years ago now seems to have become a subjec t for <Iabat with both.
in the very ecclesiastics who
Sider hanging on grimly to see what will happen. Even now, the city of Limerk .vanls 3 new
oppose Pantheism as a doc trine.
University: this in a country of three million people, which already has five Ut ,•rsitiesand
carries away a child ; lighrn ing
five Medical Schools. The Catholic Doctors GuJld may need the same trea. te nt as the
an adolescent; immediately we hear;
the will of God." But was it, now?
Catholic Truth Society. lts' ac.tivities are minimal at the moment, but they do r l reflect ~e
great work being done by Irish doctors individua!Jy in tJ1c Lay Apostolate. speciallY rn
than when a kidnapper carries
marriage guidance. We wish the new Master General of the Guild, Dr. McKeogh ··~cry success 1'11- 'eon1e away'? We prefer ro say that Cod's
is in warning child or adolescent about
in his effor ts to up-date this Society of Doctors.
rivets, storms, kidnappers.
Robert F. O'Donoghue, M.B., M.A.O., F.R.C.O.G.
Deputy Master
Yes, and the wiU of God is to heal
Irish Guild St. Luke, Sts. Cosmas and Damian
correct nightmare situ ations of
Cork
society, or individual- - - -not in
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every wanton , freaJrish, or ogreish act of
nature. We see God in health, in peace of
mind and contentment. in administering of
medicine, in happiness----i.e., in quality
of life, for which the Rt. Rev. Harrington
tells us the law makes no provision.
Dr. Lees, formerl y of Mercy Hospital, in a

TV discu55ion, explored a hypothetical
situatio n in which a patient (witl1ou t there
being hope of return to consciousn ess or to
com munion with society) could be kept
alive indifinitely by artifical means and
whic h continuance this doctor con sidered
foolish and wrong, a fruitless trial to friends
and big expense for nothing. Clearly there is
a choice here between person and thing, a.~
in abo rtion in some cases. An evaluation
must be made. Are person, thought ,
conscious communion the essentials? Or are
the workings of nature, however hideous
and chaotic, the sacred and fmal answer? We
ask, are no t healti1 and fmanciaJ status and
mental states of tl1e living friend s of more
worth, than unconscious existence of cells
and energies?
In like manner we must give precedence
to a mother's life, as personality, to the
unborn. especiaiJy if to be bom is disaster to
both parent and offspring.
Not that we condone the dispatching of
prenatal life on any pretense: embarrassment, selfishness; only when it concerns
the whole person, mother or child ; o r both.
In viewing that classic movie, the CardiTWI,
and the decision there in to let the mother
die, we couldn't help but wonder that had
that woman been married in the Church
(rather than participating in what the
Omrch considered great sin) would the
choice have been different ; would mother
rather than infant been spared! At any rate,
we are reminded of Jesus' words when
certain persons objected to his healing on
the Sabbath; " Is it lawful ... to save life, or
to kill?' ' (Mk 3:4) Whether he did right or
wrong, th e Cardinal didn't just a!Jow a
human being to die; he killed her. Which
ever way he decided, he would take a life;
and the mother, being the suffering,
cogni z.ant o ne, and comparatively young,
would seem the tragedy in the case. lf
forgiven and encouraged by the Church she
might have put in many years of worthwhile
living.
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